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OVERVIEW 
 

For 27 years, the National Civil Rights Museum has presented The Freedom Award, which honors those 
who have dedicated their lives to the advancement of civil and human rights. The Freedom Award 
honorees represent some of the most outspoken activists in the ongoing pursuit of civil rights both 
domestically and internationally. 
 

Every year, Freedom Award honorees are featured at the Student Forum. This exciting event is designed 
to specifically address young people, inspire them to take action, and stand for something meaningful in 
their communities. This event kicks off the all-day Freedom Award celebration.  
 
This packet is a resource to prepare teachers and students for the Student Forum. Included please find: 

v Overview of Freedom Award, Student Forum, and Honoree Bios 
v Student Forum program:  

Ø Teen Talk 
Ø Keeper of the Dream Awards  
Ø Student Q & A with Honorees  
Ø Hosts and Entertainment 

v School chaperone information 
v What to bring to the Student Forum 
v Discussion prompts and activity for Pre- or Post- Student Forum 
 

THE 27TH FREEDOM AWARD: 1968 
The theme for the 27th Freedom Award is “1968,” a reflection of a pivotal year in modern American 
and world history when the fight for equality went global. It was a year of tumultuous chaos and 
paradigm shifts on what it meant to be free as indicated in a series of galvanized movements 
including: the opposition to the Vietnam War and tyranny; student protests at the Chicago 
Democratic Convention and the stand for voter rights and political representation; the wave of 
political coups and liberation from colonialism in Africa, Asia and Europe; the fight for gay and civil 
rights in America and abroad; the strike for economic equity in the Memphis Sanitation Workers 
Strike for which Dr. King came to Memphis; the outcry that ensued after Dr. King’s assassination; 
and the compounding grief after Robert F. Kennedy was assassinated just two months later.   

“In 1968, the world was in turmoil in a way never recorded before, yet in ways similar to events today. The 
museum looks back on this pivotal year and how society moved forward. It looks toward leadership, 
champions of freedom, who have been tested through trials and tragedies, and remain invested in lighting the 
way for those who struggle.”  – Terri Lee Freeman, National Civil Rights Museum President 
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FREEDOM AWARD HONOREES 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
This year’s honorees (from left to right): 
- The Honorable Joe Biden – 47th Vice President of the United States, served under President Obama 
- Rev. Jesse Jackson, Sr. – preacher, activist, community organizer, and civil rights leader 
- J.R. “Pitt” Hyde – philanthropist, business leader, and education advocate 
 

 

“Welcome to the 2018 Freedom Award Student Forum.  70 years ago, the United Nations created the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights boldly declaring the rights of all people regardless of race, identity, ethnicity, gender, 
sexuality, or religion.  May your experience at this year’s forum cause you to reflect on the ongoing struggle for 
social justice and the rights of all people.” - Dr. Noelle Trent, Director of Interpretation, Collections & Education 

 

KEEPER OF THE DREAM AWARD  
 
The Keeper of the Dream Award is a public recognition of selected  
students in grades 6-12 who have demonstrated compassion,  
leadership, commitment, and service. This award celebrates and  
recognizes the heroism of many young people who have the  
amazing opportunity to safeguard our freedom and ensure equal  
rights for others.   
       

ASK A QUESTION 
 

Each year, during the Student Forum, we allow students to ask 
questions of the honorees. Some of these questions come from 
the live audience at the event and while others are asked by the 
student hosts during the Teen Talk segment of the Forum. 
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FREEDOM AWARD HONOREE BIOS 

The Honorable Joe Biden  
 

QUICK FACTS 
• 47th Vice President of the U.S., served under Barack Obama 
• At the age of 29, he became one of the youngest people ever  

elected to the Senate  
• Led an effort to end cancer in honor of his son, Beau Biden,     

who passed away after battling brain cancer  
 
Born: November 20, 1942 in Scranton, Pennsylvania 
 

A LION OF AMERICAN HISTORY 

As a young man in then-segregated Wilmington, Delaware, Joe Biden was inspired to begin a 
life of public service by the leaders of the civil rights movement. Biden credits his parents with 
instilling in him the values of toughness, hard work, and perseverance. Biden has recalled his 
father frequently saying, "Champ, the measure of a man is not how often he is knocked down, 
but how quickly he gets up." He was bullied as a young man for having a stutter, but with great 
effort and determination, he overcame this adversity and honed his skills in public speaking. 

As a senator for 36 years, Biden was recognized for his work in criminal justice and 
international affairs. In 2008, he was elected Vice President, serving alongside President 
Barack Obama. As the 47th Vice President, he continued to make a positive difference by 
impacting the living standards of middle-class America, reducing gun violence, addressing 
violence against women, and working to end cancer. He was also an upstander in the fight for 
same sex marriage equality. 

In 2017, President Obama awarded Biden the Presidential Medal of Freedom with distinction, 
calling him a “lion of American history” honored for “faith in his fellow American, for [his] love of 
country and a lifetime of service that will endure through the generations.” Since leaving the 
White House, Vice President Biden has continued his legacy of expanding opportunity for all 
with the creation of the Biden Foundation, the Penn Biden Center for Diplomacy and Global 
Engagement at the University of Pennsylvania and the Biden Institute at the University of 
Delaware. As Biden noted in the foreword to Sarah McBride’s memoir, the first transgender 
White House intern, “The history of civil rights in America reminds us that progress is precious 
and can never be taken for granted. In the face of hateful rhetoric or divisive legislation, we 
cannot remain silent.” 

LINKS AND REFERENCES                                                                                        

Obama White House Archives, Biography.com, Biden Institute at University of Delaware and Biden Foundation  
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J.R. “Pitt” Hyde  

QUICK FACTS  
• Founded AutoZone, and centered AutoZone’s based on  

Customer Service   
• Inducted into the Automotive Hall of Fame in 2004 
• Led the civic partnership that brought the Grizzlies  

to Memphis 
 
Born: 1942 in Memphis, TN 
 
 
 
BUILDING A BETTER MEMPHIS AND PIONEERING COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 
 

J.R. “Pitt” Hyde III is trustee of the Hyde Family Foundation. His lifetime of executive and 
entrepreneurial experience shaped his hands-on grantmaking, focus on data-driven impact, 
and his philosophy emphasizing programs designed to tackle the urban challenges facing 
his hometown of Memphis. 

Acting on the family tradition of giving back to his city, his business leadership shaped the 
nationally recognized Hyde Family Foundation, which focuses on improving lives, 
empowering others to drive change in their neighborhoods, and bringing business principles 
to civic engagement. Working with his wife, CEO, Barbara Rosser Hyde, he established the 
philanthropy’s priorities -- transforming education, strengthening neighborhoods, engaging 
civic leadership, and promoting Memphis’ unique assets in arts and culture. Hyde believes 
you must be personally involved in communities in creating coalitions to improve the lives of 
all children. He recognizes that education reform is the civil rights issue of our time, and his 
persuasive advocacy has been credited with Memphis being recognized as ground zero for 
the most innovative reform efforts in the U.S.  

Hyde and his wife were awarded the 2017 William E. Simon Prize for Philanthropic 
Leadership by the Philanthropy Roundtable. Hyde is recognized by the Gates Foundation 
and the Obama Administration for pioneering work in education equity. Pitt Hyde has 
provided a shining example of how commitment to civic improvement and community 
engagement can transform a city. 

 
LINKS AND REFERENCES  

Hyde Family Foundation, Tennessee Encyclopedia and Fortune.com article on Autozone  



 

   
Student Forum Teacher Packet/ 6 

  

Rev. Jesse Jackson, Sr.  

QUICK FACTS  
• Founder and President of the Rainbow PUSH Coalition 
• Ran for U.S. Presidency in 1984 and 1988 
• Began his activism as a student in 1960, at the age of 19 
 

Born: October 8, 1941 in Greenville, South Carolina 

A PUSH FOR CHANGE, EQUALITY, AND FREEDOM 
 

The Reverend Jesse Louis Jackson, Sr., founder and president of the Rainbow PUSH 
Coalition, is one of the foremost civil rights, religious, and political figures of our time. For 
over 50 years, he has played a pivotal role in virtually every movement for peace, civil rights, 
empowerment, gender equality, and economic and social justice the world over. A testament 
to the breadth and depth of his works can best be expressed by two of the greatest honors 
he has received. In 2000, President Bill Clinton awarded Reverend Jackson the nation’s 
highest civilian honor, the Presidential Medal of Freedom. In 2013, the South African 
government bestowed upon him their highest civilian honor, the Order of the Companions of 
O.R. Tambo.   

Reverend Jackson has been called the "Conscience of the Nation" and "the Great Unifier," 
challenging America to be inclusive and to establish just and humane priorities for the 
benefit of all. He is known for bringing people together on common ground across lines of 
race, faith, gender, culture, and class. During the Civil Rights Movement, Reverend Jackson 
was appointed by Dr. King to be the Director of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC) Operation Breadbasket in Chicago. In 1971, he founded PUSH/Excel 
program to encourage students in impoverished neighborhoods to work hard in school and 
stay committed to their education. In 1984, he founded the Rainbow Coalition and later 
combined the two organizations into the Rainbow PUSH Coalition (RPC). The mission 
statement for RPC is to protect, defend, and gain civil rights by leveling the economic and 
educational playing fields, and to promote peace and justice around the world.  

Jackson was one of the first African Americans to run for the Democratic presidential 
nomination. When he ran for the office of President of the U.S. in 1984 and 1988, he worked 
to increase voter registration amongst African Americans. Many people say that Jesse 
Jackson’s campaigns paved the way for Barack Obama to become the first African 
American President of the United States. He is in many ways a change maker and an 
upstander for social justice. 

LINKS and REFERENCES 

Rainbow PUSH Coalition and History.com   
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CLASSROOM DISCUSSION QUESTIONS FOR  
PRE/POST STUDENT FORUM  

 

Overarching Freedom Award Questions:  
1. Select an honoree. Consider that honoree’s contributions to society and how they demonstrate a 

commitment to freedom, justice, and equal rights.  
Ø What did this honoree do which makes him an appropriate choice for a Freedom Award? 

2. What does it mean to lead a life dedicated to public service and/or social justice?  
Ø How can a person’s contributions to society leave behind a legacy of making a meaningful difference 

to society? 
 

Questions relating to The Honorable Joe Biden:  
1. What is significant about being the youngest person elected to a specific office? 
2. Why is it important for young people to take on positions of leadership? What message does this send to 

other young people? 
3. How does the Vice President of the United States affect government policies? How did Biden influence the 

Obama administration when it came to issues like violence against women or LGBTQ rights? 
 

Questions relating to Rev. Jesse Jackson: 
1. How do you think Dr. King influenced Jesse Jackson’s commitment to activism? 
2. How did Jesse Jackson’s Presidential Campaign accomplish some of the objectives of the Civil Rights 

Movement, and also pave the way for Barack Obama to become the first African American President of 
the United States? 

3. In the Rainbow PUSH Coalition, PUSH stands for People United to Serve Humanity. What does that 
mean? Can you give an example of someone (past or present) serving humanity or how YOU serve 
humanity today?  

 
Questions relating to J.R. “Pitt” Hyde: 

1. What does the word philanthropy mean and why is it so important? 
2. Besides philanthropy, what are other ways a person or an organization can support the community, if they 

do not have the financial resources (money) to be philanthropic? If you were to volunteer your time in the 
community, where/how would you volunteer? 

3. What were some of the ways Pitt Hyde helped so many in Memphis? 
4. The Hyde Family Foundation’s mission statement says, “Through active, engaged philanthropy… 

empower the people and programs that are making measurable differences in the community, and provide 
leadership on public policy issues, that will help Memphis become a world-class 21st Century city.”  

Ø What does this statement mean to you? (Break the statement down into separate parts, if that 
helps with understanding.) Try to rephrase this statement into your own words. 

Ø Why are these ideas important in our community or in any community today?  
Ø Why are these ideas vital as we envision the future of our community? 
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Build a Graphic Organizer for Social Justice Issues & Groups or Individuals Who are Changemakers: 
 
Format: This can be done as a whole class, in small groups, or as an individual activity. 
 
Instructions: Create a bubble map of an issue (or issues) that matter to students today. 

1. Draw a bubble (of any shape) in the center of the paper or writing surface (see red bubble below).   
2. Write a word or phrase in the middle of that bubble, which represents an issue that is important to that 

person, or group, (e.g. poverty, equal access to education, ending violence, etc.)  
3. Then create bubbles (see green bubbles below) and write in the entities that have the capacity or ability 

to affect change on these issues and connect them to the issue with lines.  
4. Then create bubbles for the individuals or specific organizations that affect change.  

 
AND/OR 

Have group discussions where the whole class addresses a topic and each group (of students) takes on one 
of the change making entities (such as education, non-profit organizations, government policies, individuals).   

 
See illustration for example and use it as a template or have students start over and create their own:  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Biden 

 

Poverty or lack of 
financial resources, 
(e.g. money) 

Nonprofit 
Organizations (e.g. 
homeless shelters, 
soup kitchens, etc.) 

Cultural/Community 
Institutions 
(museums, 
community centers) 

Religious Institutions 
(churches/temples/
mosques) 

Educational Institutions 
(schools/colleges/univs.) 

Individuals 
(activists/volunteers/
philanthropists) 

Government 
Policies/Programs/
Financial Aid 

Joe 
Biden 

Jesse 
Jackson 

Rainbow 
PUSH 
Coalition  

Hyde Family 
Foundation 

Jesse 
Jackson 

Jesse 
Jackson 

Pitt 
Hyde 

Joe 
Biden 

Biden Institute @ 
Univ. of Delaware 

Biden 
Foundation 
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Entertainment 
Southwind High School Concert Choir 

Directed by Dante Webb 

PUBLIC FORUM HOSTS & ENTERTAINMENT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cleveland Yates is a TV host, musician, and producer. He is the co-
founder of the nonprofit, Kidz Do Pozitive Thingz, and creator of the 
online show “Cleveland and the Community,” which provides information 
for students about mentorship, leadership, and educational resources. He 
is a youth activist and an inspiring leader within the local community.  

Cleveland is a 17-year-old senior at Briarcrest Christian School. He is a 
2016 Keeper of the Dream Award winner. In 2015 and 2016 Cleveland 
received the President Obama Volunteer Service Award.  

Cleveland will be headed to college in 2019. His goals are to always be a 
vital part of the Memphis community and help inspire the next generation 
of youth. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Co-Hosts 
 Jerica Phillips is a reporter on WMC Action New 5 Team. She has 

worked as an assignment editor, a web reporter, and a news content 
specialist. Jerica has covered a range of national news. 

She grew up Memphis and graduated from Millington Central High School. 

Jerica earned a Bachelor of Science in communications and broadcast 
journalism from the University of Tennessee at Knoxville. While in East 
Tennessee, she worked for the NBC affiliate, WBIR. She also produced for 
ESPN College Sports and WUTK radio. Jerica is a proud member of the 
Zeta Delta chapter of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated. 
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Watch the Live Streaming or Recording  
of the Freedom Award Student Forum on 

 
OCTOBER 17, 2018 

 

 Pre-show at 9:30am and Student Forum at 10:00am 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


